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01 Learning in the Middle School

Foundations, Belonging and Confidence

The Middle Years are a time of growth, discovery and increasing independence. Our program is designed

to nurture curiosity, build confidence and develop the knowledge, skills and character needed for success

in Senior School and beyond.

Our teachers bring deep expertise, genuine care and a strong commitment to student growth. Through

clear expectations, purposeful learning and supportive relationships, students are encouraged to

challenge themselves academically, creatively and personally.

Learning in Years 7 and 8 is knowledge-rich, engaging and connected to the world beyond the classroom.

Students build strong foundations across the core subjects while exploring creativity, performance,

design, technologies and languages through specialist programs and electives.

Across all learning areas, students are supported to think critically, communicate confidently and develop

increasing independence as learners and members of the school community.
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02 Core Subjects

English

In the Year 7–8 English curriculum, students build important skills in reading, writing, speaking and

thinking through the study of a wide range of engaging texts. Across the year, students engage in the

Reading and Responding to Texts, Exploring Argument and Crafting Texts units of study.

In Reading and Responding to Texts, students read deeply, think critically and analyse how authors use

language to create meaning and communicate ideas. Exploring Argument focuses on how persuasive texts

position audiences through written and visual language. In Crafting Texts, students plan, write and edit

texts created for specific contexts, audiences and purposes.

Throughout the course, students continue to build vocabulary, confidence and communication skills that

support thoughtful and effective expression.

Health & Physical Education

The Year 7–8 Health and Physical Education curriculum develops students’ movement skills, physical

fitness and understanding of health and wellbeing.

In Year 7, students focus on skill acquisition, technique development, peer coaching and feedback through

units including Aquatics, Athletics, Striking and Fielding, Gymnastics and Team Sports. Students also

explore puberty, nutrition, sleep, body systems and physical performance.

In Year 8, students refine their movement and teamwork skills through units including Aquatics, SEPEP,

Team Sports, Invasion Games and Functional Fitness. Students investigate movement refinement, water

safety and collaboration while applying strategies across a range of physical contexts.

The Year 8 Health program includes units focused on relationships, wellbeing and first aid, supporting

students to develop self-awareness, make informed decisions and build practical life skills.

Across both year levels, students develop confidence, resilience and the ability to make positive decisions

that support lifelong health and wellbeing.

Humanities

The Year 7–8 Humanities curriculum develops students’ understanding of the world through the study of

history, geography, civics and citizenship, and economics.

In Year 7, students explore Deep Time: History of Australia, Ancient Civilisations, Our Liveable World,

Why Water Matters and Dollars and Sense, building knowledge of the past, environments and economic

decision-making.

In Year 8, students extend their understanding through Landscapes and Landforms, Medieval Influences,

People Power and How Nations Change, examining how societies, environments and systems evolve over

time.

Through explicit teaching and inquiry-based learning, students build strong foundations in disciplinary
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knowledge, source and data analysis, research and communication. They learn to evaluate perspectives,

make connections across time and place, and engage thoughtfully with complex issues.

Mathematics

The Year 7–8 Mathematics curriculum develops students’ numeracy, reasoning and problem-solving skills

through a structured and sequential program.

In Year 7, students build strong foundations through units in Number, Fractions, Decimals and

Percentages, Measurement, Algebraic Expressions, Linear Equations, Probability and Statistics. The focus

is on developing fluency, accuracy and confidence.

In Year 8, students deepen their understanding through further work in Number, Algebra, Linear

Relationships and Measurement, while also exploring Probability, Statistics and Geometry.

Across both year levels, students are encouraged to think mathematically, justify their reasoning and

apply their learning to solve problems in practical contexts.

Languages

In Years 7 and 8, students begin their language learning journey by selecting one language from Chinese,

French or German. This choice is made prior to commencement of Year 7 and continues across both Years

7 and 8, allowing students to build confidence, consistency and depth in their learning.

Through the study of languages, students develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing

while gaining insight into diverse cultures, perspectives and ways of communicating. Across all language

pathways, students strengthen intercultural understanding, curiosity and communication skills that

support future learning and global engagement.

Chinese (Mandarin)

The Year 7–8 Chinese curriculum introduces students to one of the world’s most widely spoken and

influential languages, building strong foundations in communication, cultural understanding and

confidence.

In Year 7, students begin in either the Second Language or Background Language pathway. In the Second

Language pathway, students are introduced to Chinese culture, Pinyin and the writing system through

topics including Ni Hao, Numbers All Around Us, Who Am I? and Occupations. In the Background

Language pathway, students build on existing language knowledge through units focused on family,

health, seasons, school life and everyday experiences.

In Year 8, students extend their skills through practical and culturally rich contexts. Second Language

students explore daily routines, transport, clothing, the body and directions, while Background Language

students strengthen communication through topics including shopping, food and daily life.

Across both year levels, students develop confidence, resilience and intercultural understanding while

strengthening their speaking, listening, reading, writing and viewing skills.
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French

The Year 7–8 French curriculum introduces students to one of the world’s most culturally influential

languages while building confidence in communication and intercultural understanding.

In Year 7, students begin through engaging units including Introductions of Self, Tu aimes les animaux?,

Ma Famille and À Table. Students build confidence in speaking, listening, reading, writing and viewing

while communicating about themselves, their interests and everyday experiences.

In Year 8, students extend their learning through Chez toi, La vie scolaire, Bon weekend and Allons en

ville. They broaden vocabulary, strengthen grammar and apply their skills in increasingly independent and

authentic contexts.

Across both year levels, students develop curiosity, creativity and communication skills while establishing

strong foundations for future language learning and engagement with the French-speaking world.

German

The Year 7–8 German curriculum introduces students to one of Europe’s most widely spoken languages

while building confidence, communication skills and cultural understanding.

In Year 7, students begin through units including Ich über mich!, Spielt ihr mit?, Kleider machen Leute! and

Lecker, lecker! Students communicate about themselves, their interests and everyday experiences while

developing foundational language skills.

In Year 8, students deepen their learning through Ab in den Urlaub!, Tierisch gut!, Hier steppt der Bär!

and Bischt dihai? Students expand vocabulary, strengthen grammar and apply their skills in increasingly

independent and authentic contexts.

Across both year levels, students develop curiosity, resilience and intercultural understanding while

establishing strong foundations for future language learning and engagement with German-speaking

communities.

Science

The Year 7–8 Science curriculum develops students’ curiosity about the natural world while building the

knowledge and investigative skills needed to think scientifically. Through practical experiments, problem-

solving and evidence-based inquiry, students learn how scientific understanding helps explain and shape

the world around them.

Across Years 7 and 8, students explore concepts from biology, chemistry, physics and Earth and space

sciences while developing confidence in scientific investigation and experimentation. Students learn to

question, predict, test ideas, analyse evidence and communicate scientific thinking clearly.

Year 7

In Year 7, students establish foundational scientific knowledge and thinking through units including:

Thinking as a Scientist

Move It

Particles and Mixtures
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Eat or Be Eaten

Out of this World

These units introduce core scientific concepts while developing students’ ability to observe, question and

investigate the world scientifically.

Year 8

In Year 8, students deepen and extend their understanding through units including:

Transforming Cells to Systems

Sport Science

Dynamic Matter

Energetic Earth

Students make stronger connections between scientific concepts and real-world applications while

developing increasing independence in scientific inquiry and experimentation.

The program provides a strong foundation for progression into Year 9 and Year 10 Science and future

senior science pathways.
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03 Specialist Subjects

Performing Arts: Music

Music in Years 7 and 8 develops students as creative, skilled and collaborative musicians through

performance, listening, composition and music technology.

Students strengthen their musicianship while building confidence in rehearsal, ensemble performance and

creative expression. Across both year levels, students engage with a wide range of musical styles, cultures

and traditions, including First Nations perspectives.

Year 7 Music

Year 7 Music gives every student the opportunity to learn an instrument, whether continuing existing

studies or starting for the first time. Following aptitude testing and consultation with Music staff, students

are allocated an instrument for the year and participate in weekly small-group lessons designed to build

foundational playing skills and musical understanding.

As students progress, they rehearse and perform with others, developing the confidence and teamwork

required for ensemble performance. Through practical music-making experiences, students strengthen

aural, theory and music-reading skills while experiencing the enjoyment and responsibility of making

music as part of a group.

Year 8 Music

In Year 8 Music, students further develop their performance and music technology skills through practical

and collaborative learning experiences.

Students rehearse and perform regularly in small groups while strengthening ensemble awareness,

listening skills and musical confidence. They explore a wide range of musical styles, including cross-

cultural and world music traditions, with studies incorporating First Nations music and perspectives.

Students also use digital audio workstations to experiment with beats, loops, sounds and effects. They

record, edit and produce their own music while exploring how the elements of music are used in

contemporary styles.

Through practical music-making, students build confidence as performers, creators and producers.

Performing Arts: Theatre and Dance

The Year 7–8 Performing Arts curriculum immerses students in the dynamic worlds of Theatre and Dance,

developing creativity, confidence and collaboration.

In Year 7, students build foundational skills through The Actor’s Toolkit and The Dancer’s Toolkit,

exploring key performance conventions and developing their ability to express ideas through movement

and storytelling. Students examine how culture and time shape performance and use this understanding

to inform their own creative work.
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In Year 8, students deepen their learning through Theatre units including Heroes, Villains and Antiheroes

and Haunted Imagination, and Dance units including Performance Readiness, Dance Around the World

and ChoreoLab. Students extend their skills while exploring genre, style and identity through both

performance and analysis.

Visual Arts

The Year 7–8 Visual Arts curriculum provides students with rich and diverse opportunities to explore

creativity through a range of art forms and practices.

In Year 7, students undertake a semester-long course including Seeing Like an Artist and Making it

Personal, experimenting with two- and three-dimensional art forms including drawing, painting,

printmaking, ceramics, sculpture and digital image manipulation. Students explore art elements,

aesthetics and the influence of cultures and histories on artistic practice.

In Year 8, students extend their creative and artistic skills through units including Art that Speaks and

Different Worlds, Different Stories. Through exposure to fine art, photography, media and visual

communication design, students explore how meaning is communicated visually, draw on artistic

influences and present their work in exhibitions.

Learning combines explicit teaching with creative exploration, supporting students to develop confidence,

technical skill and personal expression.

Design and Technology

Design and Technology gives students opportunities to create, build, code and innovate through hands-on

and digital learning experiences. Students explore engineering, product design and emerging technologies

while developing creativity, technical capability and problem-solving skills.

Across Years 7 and 8, students engage in structured design processes, moving from concept development

through to testing, refinement and presentation. Through practical and collaborative learning

experiences, students learn to think critically, experiment with ideas and develop solutions to real-world

challenges.

Year 7 Design & Technology

Year 7 students undertake a term of Design Technologies and a term of Digital Technologies.

Design Technologies

Students develop creative and critical thinking skills through a user-centred design approach. They

investigate problems, generate ideas and produce solutions for specific end users using a range of

materials, tools and technologies.

Digital Technologies

Students develop computational thinking and coding skills while learning how digital systems are designed

and created. Through practical problem-solving tasks, students explore coding, data and algorithms while

building confidence in designing digital solutions.
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Year 8 Design Electives

Year 8 Design and Technology introduces students to a range of design disciplines including materials,

textiles and digital technologies. Students investigate problems, generate ideas and produce creative

solutions through practical and collaborative learning experiences.

Students choose one of the following semester-long subjects:

Design and Build

Students design and produce practical solutions using resistant materials such as wood, metal and plastics.

The course emphasises safe workshop practices, precision, creativity and craftsmanship while developing

practical problem-solving skills.

Creative Threads

Creative Threads explores design through textiles and other non-resistant materials. Students create

innovative and personalised products while developing practical skills in sewing, fabric manipulation and

embellishment.

Digital Technologies – Entrepreneurship

This subject combines coding, digital innovation and entrepreneurial thinking. Students identify problems

and develop digital solutions using programming and computational thinking skills. Through a structured

design process, students design, test and refine ideas before presenting them as a business or product

concept.
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04 Student Experiences

Year 7 Ascend

Education Outdoors at the Yarra Junction Campus

In Year 7, students will experience a five-day program at the Yarra Junction campus. A series of

sequentially structured learning activities are conducted on the campus and surrounding local areas. The

Year 7 Education Outdoors Program has a specific focus on the following learning areas:

Personal Challenge and Development:

To expose students to challenges in a supported environment for the development of decision making and

resilience skills.

To foster positive experiences for students in their interactions with their community enabling the

development of confidence, persistence and personal organisation.

Community:

To understand how students’ individual behaviour affects others and learn to effectively collaborate by

considering the needs and ideas of peers.

Develop positive relationships through care of each other, respect and celebration of difference.

Environmental Connection:

To foster connection to nature and the environment through direct positive experience.

To take action to reduce environmental impacts and to understand and experience how individuals can

make positive changes in their own lives to support a sustainable environment.

Sustainable Food Production:

To explore the use of the Yarra Junction farm for food production and investigation into sustainable

methods of farming and agriculture.

To understand how we can grow food, manage waste and utilise the land to feed and support the

community in harmony with a healthy environment.

During their time at Yarra Junction in year 7, students will be involved inseveralchallenging, fun and

adventurous activities such as tyre tubing on the Yarra River, bike riding, creek exploration, the high ropes

course, milking, farming activities and scientific investigations of water quality. Students will spend two

nights in Eco Cabins, one night sleeping under the stars and one night camping in tents.
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Year 8 Ascend

Education Outdoors at the Yarra Junction Campus

In Year 8, students will experience an eleven-day program at the Yarra Junction campus. A series of

sequentially structured learning activities are conducted on the campus and surrounding local areas.

The Year 8 Education Outdoors Program has a specific focus on the following learning areas:

Personal challenge

Students are asked to embrace the concept of personal challenge and to explore positive risk taking in

order to build resilience and to foster self-esteem.

Community

Students experience communal living, contribute to the Yarra Junction campus community and gain an

insight into the value of community. Strong emphasis is placed on respect, communication,

supportiveness, collaboration and responsibility to self, others and the environment.

Sustainable food production

Students experience life on the farm and develop an understanding of the origins of produce, in particular

dairy produce. They develop a deeper understanding of the resources used in food production and

consider some of the ethical issues regarding producing food.

Environmental connection

Students extend and further develop their knowledge of environmental responsibility and environmental

management practices. Students should feel empowered, optimistic and motivated to put this knowledge

into practice through living sustainably during and beyond their time at Yarra Junction Campus.

Students will be involved in a number of challenging and adventurous activities such as canoeing,

bushwalking as part of a three-day expedition, cultural exploration, rustic furniture construction and farm

activities.

Students will be accommodated in Eco-Cabins while on campus and in tents for expedition nights. The

campus kitchen provides home cooked meals and students may be involved in harvesting food from the

campus vegetable garden, cooking and preparing meals for the campus community.

Community Life

Community Life is a dedicated period embedded within the daily learning program where students

participate in experiences that support wellbeing, connection and belonging.

Structured through the House system, Community Life Mentors work closely with students at each year

level to strengthen relationships, support personal growth and foster a strong sense of community.

A central component of Community Life is Thrive, encompassing Social and Emotional Learning and Life

and Faith for Years 7–12. These lessons support students in developing positive identities, managing

emotions, building empathy, establishing positive relationships and making informed decisions.
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Community Life also includes assemblies, House events, Sport, Thrive, Upskill, and Literacy and Numeracy

Masterclasses, contributing to a rich and engaging school experience.

APS Sport

Sport is an important part of life at Caulfield Grammar School, providing students with opportunities to

develop skills, confidence and a strong sense of belonging within a supportive and inclusive environment.

Through participation in APS and AGSV competitions, alongside regional, state and national interschool

events, students experience both performance and participation pathways across a wide range of sports.

The program encourages teamwork, resilience and active lifestyles while helping students balance

wellbeing, learning and personal growth.
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05 Contact

Caulfield Campus

Heads of Faculty

Faculty Head of Faculty Contact Email

Commerce Szuen Lim szuenlim@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Design and Technology Stuart Whitehouse stuartwhitehouse@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

English Amy Christensen amychristensen@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Health and PE Matthew Sparks matthewsparks@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Humanities Melanie Wilson melaniewilson@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Languages Chris Snell* (acting) chrissnell@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Mathematics Matthew Bourne matthewbourne@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Music Gideon Marcus gideonmarcus@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Science Farai Punungwe faraipunungwe@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Theatre Caley O’Neill caleyoneill@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Visual Arts Ross Brooks rossbrooks@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Learning Mentors Year 7 & 8 Claire McMahon clairemcmahon@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Heads of House 7-8

House Head of House Contact Email
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House Head of House Contact Email

Archer Henry Macgibbon-Parker henrymacgibbon-parker@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Barnett Tracey Shields-Anderson TraceyShields-Anderson@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Buntine Peter Gibbons petergibbons@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Davies Lauren Sullivan laurensullivan@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Dixon Steve Campbell stevecampbell@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Kurrle Zane Hoare zanehoare@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Newton Naomi Zhou naomizhou@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Syme Laura Wong LHouley@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Campus Leadership and Support

CC Deputy Head of Campus –
Head of Teaching and Learning

Chris Snell chrissnell@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Careers and Future Pathways Careers Specialists cccareers@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

School Head of Curriculum Design
and Assessment

Baljit Marwa baljitmarwa@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Wheelers Hill Campus

Heads of Faculty

Faculty Head of Faculty Contact Email

Commerce Emmeline Be emmelinebe@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Design and Technology Martin Blake martinblake@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

English Lauren Wade laurenwade@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au
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Faculty Head of Faculty Contact Email

Health and PE Lara Hickmott larahickmott@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Humanities Jane Cornelius janecornelius@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Languages Arev Karian arevkarian@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Mathematics Chris McCarty chrismccarty@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Music David Summerton davidsummerton@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Science Kirsten Angland kirstenangland@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Theatre Julie Wotherspoon juliewotherspoon@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Theatre Sarah Schneider sarahschneider@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Head of Learning Mentors
Year 7 & 8

Monique Brodie moniquebrodie@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Heads of House 7-8

House Head of House Contact Email

Holmes Jane Mason janemason@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Langley Samantha Godfrey samanthagodfrey@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Lumsden Damien Quinlan damienquinlan@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Shaw Fiona Holt fionaholt@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Skarbek Robbie Small robbiesmall@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Wilsmore Stella Luo stellaluo@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Campus Leadership and Support
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WH Deputy Head of Campus –
Head of Teaching and Learning

David Mason davidmason@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

Careers and Future Pathways Careers Specialists whcareers@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

School Head of Curriculum Design
and Assessment

Baljit Marwa baljitmarwa@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au
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